INTRODUCTION
The instrument attempts to find a valley to delimit fractions, and the delimit placement is based on the percentage position between two marker peaks ( Fig. 1 ; first and last markers). The software uses the passed valley information to place delimits in the first expected location range. Furthermore, the Paragon CZE 2000 system can be coupled with an immunosubtraction blanking method to measure specific protein fractions,6,7) which will be reported elsewhere. Potential application of CZE to clinical samples, such as urine and cerebrospinal fluid, without sample pre-concentration has been demonstrated by Chen et al., 8) whereas it needs to be further studied if these specimens are analyzed in Paragon CZE. Cellulose acetate procedure (CAE) CAE was performed on the Olympus AES 630 instrument (Olympus Co., Ltd., Tokyo, Japan) according to the manufacturer's procedure and reagents. The method is based on the standard electrophoresis procedure of the Japanese Electrophoresis Society.9) Total protein concentrations were assayed by using the biuret reaction with the reagents from Dia-Iatron Co., Ltd., and the instrument and procedure prescribed for the Hitachi 7250 automated analyzer. cate analysis revealed that the migration times changed no more than 0.1min. We concentrated pooled serum up to 15.0g/dl total protein levels by using Lyphogel (polyacrylamide gel, Gelman Sciences, Inc., Michigan, USA), and the concentrated serum was diluted to estimate the limit of detection with Paragon CZE. The same electropherograms were observed from 2.7 to 15.0g/dl of total protein (Table 2) . Interference tests Hemoglobin interferes in the determination of transferrin because it produces a peak at the same position as transferrin (see peak 7, Fig. 1 We concluded that Paragon CZE is a useful tool; it is fast, efficient, and easy to employ and it provides more information than the classical five-band CAE. It is not affected by the dye binding efficiency of the proteins; thus more accurate protein concentrations can be obtained.
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